The Presentation and Validation of the City Baby Face Database by Webb, R. et al.
Webb, R., Ayers, S. & Endress, A. (2015). The Presentation and Validation of the City Baby Face 
Database. Journal of Reproductive and Infant Psychology, 33(3), E42. doi: 
10.1080/02646838.2015.1115265 
City Research Online
Original citation: Webb, R., Ayers, S. & Endress, A. (2015). The Presentation and Validation of 
the City Baby Face Database. Journal of Reproductive and Infant Psychology, 33(3), E42. doi: 
10.1080/02646838.2015.1115265 
Permanent City Research Online URL: http://openaccess.city.ac.uk/13456/
 
Copyright & reuse
City University London has developed City Research Online so that its users may access the 
research outputs of City University London's staff. Copyright © and Moral Rights for this paper are 
retained by the individual author(s) and/ or other copyright holders.  All material in City Research 
Online is checked for eligibility for copyright before being made available in the live archive. URLs 
from City Research Online may be freely distributed and linked to from other web pages. 
Versions of research
The version in City Research Online may differ from the final published version. Users are advised 
to check the Permanent City Research Online URL above for the status of the paper.
Enquiries
If you have any enquiries about any aspect of City Research Online, or if you wish to make contact 
with the author(s) of this paper, please email the team at publications@city.ac.uk.
 ABSTRACT 
SRIP 35th ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
14TH AND 15TH SEPTEMBER 2015 
The East Midlands Conference Centre & Orchard Hotel, The University of Nottingham 
 
Poster Presentation Application 
 
Title: The Presentation and Validation of the City Baby Face Database 
 
Authors: Rebecca Webb, Susan Ayers, Ansgar Endress; City University London 
 
Corresponding author contact details: Rebecca Webb. Email: Rebecca.Webb.1@city.ac.uk. Telephone: +44 
(0)20 7040 5774 
 
Abstract (word count max=300 words) 
 
Background: 
Face processing enables us to gather a wide range of social information that can help with 
communication. This is especially important for infants prior to the development of speech. Adults 
need to be able to process infants’ emotional expressions accurately to respond appropriately and care 
for infants. While there are many sets of photographs of adult faces available to researchers, there are 
no sets of photographs of infant faces. This makes the ability to research processing of infant 
emotional expressions difficult. 
 
Aim and Objectives:  
Therefore a database of infant faces was produced and validated. 
 
Method: Parents were recruited via social media and were asked to send photographs of their infant 
(aged 0-12 months) showing positive, negative and neutral facial expressions. A total of 199 infant 
faces were sent and validated. All images were edited so that only the head was visible and put onto a 
plain background. Both a black and white and colour copy of each image is available. To validate the 
images n=52 students from the School of Health Sciences at City University London and n=18 
 members of the general public rated the images with respect to the shown facial expression, intensity 
of expression, clarity of expression, genuineness of expression, and valence. 
 
Results: A total of 152 images are included in the final database. Of these, there are 59 photographs of positive 
infant faces, 54 photographs of negative infant faces and 39 photographs of neutral infant faces. All of these 
images have an agreement rating of 75% or more. The expressions are comparable to infant faces used in 
previous research (Pearson et al., 2010). The images have high test-retest reliability and have been tested on 
both males and females.  
Interpretation & Conclusion: 
This database is a useful tool for researchers to use when researching infant emotion. 
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